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Kentucky Air National Guard Dinner  
(05 March 05) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TAG in the Field (16 April 05) 
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A Day at the Races – Derby 05 (07 May 05) 
 

 
 

Bluegrass Station Building Naming (31 May 05) 
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COL (Ret) Alfaro Historian Emeritus Presentation (08 June 05) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Camp (16 July 05) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Katrina Visit (06 September 05) 
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22000066  
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Departures/Deployments 2006 
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1/149th Infantry Departure Ceremony (29 June 06) 
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Deployment Ceremony  
A, 2/138th Field Artillery 
(14 October 06) 
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Homecomings/Welcome Home/Freedom Salutes 2006 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
940th Military Police Welcome Home 
 (10 January 06) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Can You Hear Me Now?” 
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Freedom Salute, 617th Military Police (11 June 06) 
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Freedom Salute, RAOC 2/123rd Armor (29 July 
06) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Home, 206th Chemical (04 August 06) 
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Freedom Salute - D, 1/149th Infantry 
(03 December 06)  
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Overseas Visits 2006 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecuador Visit (15 May 06) 
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Iraq Visit (October 06) 
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Promotion and Award Ceremonies 2006 
 

 
 
 
 

SGT Vaile Promotion (09 January 06) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COL Owens Bronze Star Medal Presentation (01 April 06) 
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COL Miller Award Ceremony (06 April 06) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COL Dolan Promotion Ceremony (28 April 06) 
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Linder, Thomas, and Gardner Promotion Ceremony (31 August 06)
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Programs and Ceremonies 2006 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TAG Greets President 
Bush (11 January 06) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NGA Conference  
(12 February 06) 
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KYNG Balloon (30 June 06) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OCS Graduation Ceremony (19 August 06) 
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Sturgis and Clay 50th Anniversary Ceremony (22 September 06) 
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Freedom Calls (16 December 06) 

 
 

Kerry Miller Painting Unveiling  
(19 December 06) 
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Departures/Deployments 2007 

Departure Ceremony 438th Military Police (10 November 07) 
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Homecomings/Welcome Home/Freedom Salutes 2007 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homecoming Ceremony (30 January 07) 
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Welcome Home Ceremony – C, 2/123rd  
(24 June 07) 
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Welcome Home 410th Quartermaster (25 August 07) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2123rd Home Coming (01 
October 07) 
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Overseas Visits 2007 
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Ecuador Visit (March 07) 
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Afghanistan Visit (29 August 07) 
 

Afghanistan Visit (August 07) 
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Promotion and Award Ceremonies 2007 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BG Dornbush Promotion Ceremony (06 January 07) 
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BG Heltzel Promotion Ceremony 
(16 February 07)
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Command Historian’s Award Ceremony (26 June 07) 
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1SG Denny BSM Presentation (01 November 07)
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Programs and Ceremonies 2007 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Soldier of the Year (03 March 07) 
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Storm Center  
Dedication  
Ceremony 
(04 March 07) 
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Water Emergency (13 March 07) 
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60th Anniversary Kentucky Air National Guard (21 April 07) 
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Raven 42 and SGT Hester Paintings Unveilings (25 Jul 07) 
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Shiloh Staff Ride (08 August 07) 
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Recruiting Announcement  
(01 November 07) 
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Healing Field Dedication Ceremony (10 November 07) 
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CSM (Ret) Disney Training Site Dedication Ceremony (19 November 07) 
 



 99 

Senator McConnell check presentation and awards ceremony at London – Corbin Airport on 29 
November 2007. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senator Mitch McConnell 
Becomes an Honorary Kentucky 

Guardsman 
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COL Ricky Bransum Receives the 
Legion of Merit 
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Governor and the First Lady 

with Staff Members 
(19 November 07)
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TTHHEE  AADDJJUUTTAANNTT  GGEENNEERRAALL  AANNDD  
SSTTAAFFFF    

OOFF  TTHHEE  KKEENNTTUUCCKKYY  NNAATTIIOONNAALL  
GGUUAARRDD  

22000033  ––  22000077  
 

DONALD C. STORM 
The Adjutant General 

 
 
Assistant Adjutant General:     BG Norman A. Arflack 
Deputy Adjutant General (Army):    BG Michael Curtin 
      BG Joseph L. Culver 
Deputy Adjutant General (Air):    BG Hank Morrow 
      COL Robert Yaple 
      BG Howard P. Hunt III 
Deputy Commander JFHQ & JFLCC: BG John Heltzel 
SGS      MAJ Tom Roach 
      MAJ Terry Orange 
      MAJ Scott Thomas 
      MAJ Timothy R. Starke 
 

KENTUCKY ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 
 
Chief of Staff (Army):     COL Michael Sebastian 
      COL Michael Sutton 
Assistant Chief of Staff:   MAJ Scott Thomas 
State Command Sergeant Major (Army): CSM John Gipe 
      CSM Phillip D. Gearlds 
Human Resources Officer:   COL Mike Van Leuven 
      COL Don Conover 
Inspector General:    COL Ron Williams 
      COL David Alexander 
Public Affairs Officer:   COL Philip K. Miller 
      CPT David Page 

1LT Stephen Martin 
      Mr. David Altom 
U. S. Property and Fiscal Officer:  COL Mike Jones 
Staff Judge Advocate:    COL Gary Payne 
Senior Army Advisor:    COL Ronald Davidson 
State Chaplin:     CH (COL) James Dill 
      CH (COL) Patrick Dolan 
State Surgeon:     COL Brian Nolan 
Command Historian:    Mr. John M. Trowbridge 
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149th Armor Brigade – Louisville:  COL Charles T. Jones 
138th Field Artillery Brigade – Lexington: COL Joseph L. Culver 
      BG Michael Curtin 
      COL Billy Jack West 
75th Troop Command – Lexington:  COL Joseph M. Richie 
63rd Aviation Group – Frankfort:  COL Ricky W. Branscum 
238th Regiment – Greenville:   COL James D. Head 
      COL Judy Greene-Baker 
J1:      LTC Judy Greene-Baker 
      COL Ron Turner 
J3:      BG Hank Morrow 

COL Freddie R. Waggoner 
      COL Hunter Mathews 
J4:      COL Michael Sutton 
      COL Mike Richie 
J5:      COL Mike Dornbush 
      COL Greg Nelson 
J6:      COL John Heltzel 
      COL Rod Hayes 
 

KENTUCKY AIR NATIONAL GUARD 
 
Chief of Staff (Air):    BG Michael J. Dornbush  

BG Robert Yaple 
      COL Michael L. Harden  
State Senior Enlisted Advisor:  CMS Mark Grant 
123rd Airlift Wing Commander:  COL Michael L. Harden 
      COL Mark Kraus 
123rd Airlift Wing Vice Commander:  LTC Paul J. Rhodes 
      COL Michael J. Dornbush 
Operations Group Commander:  COL Mark Kraus 
      LTC Ken Dale 
165th Airlift Squadron Commander:  LTC George Scherzer 
123rd Operations Support Commander: LTC Mark Heiniger 
123rd Aerial Port Squadron Commander: LTC Douglas Rose 
123rd Airlift Control Flight Commander: LTC Greg Nelson 
      LTC Bryan Morris 
165th Weather Flight Commander:  LTC Jeffrey L. Peters 
123rd Special Tactics Flight Commander: MAJ Jeremy C. Shoop 
Maintenance Group Commander:  COL Howard P. Hunt III 
123rd Maintenance Squadron Commander: LTC William P. Cole 
Support Group Commander:   COL Thomas J. Marks Jr. 
      COL William Ketterer 
123rd Logistics Readiness Sq Commander: LTC Johnny D. Jones 
123rd Civil Engineering Sq Commander: LTC Connie Allen 
123rd Mission Support Flight Commander: LTC Dawn Muller 
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123rd Mission Support Flight Chief:  CPT Katrina Johnson 
123rd Services Flight Commander:  CPT Rodney O. Boyd 
123rd Communications Flight Commander: CPT David J. Clements 
123rd Security Forces Sq Commander: CPT Mary Decker 
123rd Medical Squadron Commander: COL John D. Moore   
 

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS 
 
Office of Management and Administration: BG (Ret) Julius L. Berthold 
Administrative Services:   COL Steve Bullard 
Bluegrass Station Division:   CW5 (Ret) Joe Wilkins 
      Lt Col (Ret) Robert Ramsey 
Division of Air Transportation:  COL (Ret) Scott Shannon 
Facilities Division:    Mr. Joe Sanderson (acting) 
      CW5 (Ret) Joe Wilkins 
Youth ChalleNGe Division:   COL (Ret) John Wayne Smith 
Ky Logistics Operations Division:  COL (Ret) Jasper Carpenter 
Ky Division of Emergency Management: Mr. Malcolm Franklin 
      Lt Gen (Ret) Maxwell C. Bailey 
Community Crisis Response Board:  Ms. Renelle Grubbs, LCSW 
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TTHHEE  CCOOIINN  OOFF  MMAAJJOORR  GGEENNEERRAALL    
DDOONNAALLDD  CC..  SSTTOORRMM  

 
“COINING” TRADITION IN THE KENTUCKY NATIONAL GUARD  

 
 The tradition of “coining” 
is relative new to the United 
States military, however, it 
has its roots in the Roman 
Empire, where coins where 
presented for achievement.   
 American military legend 
has it that during the First 
World War a wealth young 
American flyer ordered 

medallions struck in solid bronze carrying the emblem of his squadron, these he 
presented to every member of his squadron.  He carried his medallion in a small 
leather pouch around his neck.   
 While on a mission, shortly after acquiring the medallions, the pilot’s aircraft 
was severely damaged by ground fire, forcing him to land in enemy territory, 
whereupon he was captured by a German patrol.  The Germans took all of his personal 
identification except for the small leather pouch around his neck.  The American was 
taken to a small French village located near the front.  That evening he took advantage 
of a bombardment and escaped.  He successfully avoided German patrols and made 
his way back to friendly lines, where he stumbled into a French outpost.  The French 
in this sector had been plagued by saboteurs.  The French nor the American could 
speak the others language and not recognizing the young American as a pilot and 
allied to their cause thought him a saboteur and made preparations to execute him.  
Just in time the young pilot remembered his leather pouch and the medallion.  He 
showed the medallion to his would-be executioners, who recognized the squadron 
insignia engraved on the medallion and delayed the execution long enough to confirm 
his identity.  Instead of shooting him, he was presented a bottle of wine.  Returning to 
his squadron, it soon became a tradition to ensure that all members carried their 
medallion or coin at all times.         
 In the 1960s, a member of the 11th Special Forces Group took old coins and had 
them over-stamped with a different emblem, then presented them to unit members.  
The idea of minting a unit coin for a U.S. military unit came from a commander of the 
10th Special Forces Group.   
 The tradition of “coining” Kentucky National Guard personnel by the Adjutant 
General was initiated by Major General Robert L. DeZarn, who presented coins to 
soldiers for military achievement.  The tradition of “coining” began by MG DeZarn 
has been continued by each successive Adjutant General  

Today, the coins presented by Kentucky’s Adjutant General are highly prized 
by the Kentucky Guard personnel who earn them.  They symbolize their military 
professionalism.  
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This is an official publication of the office of the Command Historian of the Kentucky 
National Guard.  No state funds were utilized in its printing or publication.  




